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Legislative Win for COA 

 

COA-Sponsored Legislation Passes – Governor Signs Into Law 
AB 356 (Chen) – Fluoroscopy – Temporary Permit 
 
No longer will surgeons moving to California be delayed in getting into practice as they apply and wait 
to take the California state-mandated fluoroscopy certification test. Getting scheduled for this test can 
take 6 months since it is a very manual process, during which time, the surgeon is prevented from 
using fluoroscopy in their surgeries. 
 
AB 356 sponsored by the California Orthopaedic Association and the California Podiatric Medical 
Association authorizes a licensed physician and surgeon or doctor of podiatric medicine who has 
used fluoroscopy in another state to receive a one-time 12-month temporary permit authorizing them 
to operate or supervise the operation of fluoroscopic x-ray equipment while they wait to take the 
fluoroscopy certification test. The California Radiological Society also supported the bill. 
 
COA had sought a solution to this issue for the last several years as we had continually received 
complaints from orthopaedic groups who were adding new surgeons to their group. This bill helps all 
orthopaedic surgeons coming to California regardless of their practice setting. The bill struck the right 
balance. Allowing surgeons to utilize fluoroscopy, but still maintaining radiation safety for patients.  
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• Team Approach: Virtual Care in the 
Management of Orthopaedic Patients  

• What's New in Hip  
• ACL Reconstruction Delay in Pediatric and 

Adolescent Patients Is Associated with a 
Progressive Increased Risk of Medial Meniscal 
Tear  

• Treatment of a Diaphyseal Tibial Malunion with 
Use of the Clamshell Osteotomy  

• JBJS Free Webinar - ACL Reconstruction: 
Striving for Consensus on Grafts and Rehab 

 

   

CMS News 
NPPES: Add Digital Contact Information 

 
Or be publicly reported by the end of this year. In the May 2020 CMS Interoperability and Patient 
Access final rule, CMS finalized the policy to publicly report the names and National Provider 
Identifiers of providers who don’t have digital contact information included in the National Plan and 
Provider Enumeration System (NPPES). 
 
Enter your digital contact information, or Endpoints, in NPPES now. Provider organizations can 
upload new or updated data elements for their providers in bulk through the NPPES Electronic File 
Interchange (EFI) process. Endpoints allow health care providers to send authenticated, encrypted 
health information directly to trusted recipients securely over the internet. CMS plans to publicly report 
providers missing digital contact information by the end of this year. 
 
More Information:  

• EFI process 
• How to enter Endpoint information in NPPES 
• How to update Endpoints in NPPES (begins on slide 29) 
• May 2020 CMS Interoperability and Patient Access final rule FAQs 
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Orthopedic Surgeon for busy practice 
Great opportunity for an orthopedic surgeon in a busy 
practice with excellent compensation. Primarily WC & 
PI practice with some private insurance patients.  
  
Will need to work in multiple modern clinics in Los 
Angeles & Orange Counties & Inland Empire. 
  
No nights or weekends 
No hospital call 
Fellowship not required 
   

LEARN MORE  

 

 

   

Blue Cross Antitrust Legal Woes Linger as Settlement 
Opt-Outs Seek Damages 
ModernHealthcare via Top & Viral  
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Greater than 30 individuals who opted out of Blue Cross Blue Defend's $2.67 billion antitrust 
settlement sued the well being plan's nationwide affiliation on Monday, alleging the insurers' 
monopolistic actions elevated healthcare prices whereas reducing high quality of care.  
   

READ MORE  
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